
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Chester-le-Street Ramblers Group held on  23rd. Jan. 2008 at 7.30pm at the Chester
le Street Golf Club.

Number of members present : 29

Opening Statement by Chairperson Harry Preece.
Harry welcomed all members present at the meeting.

Apologies for absence were received from Anne Rodham, Hilary  Stout, Bill and Margaret Firningham,  Muriel Goode, John and
Irene  Davison, and Irene Kinneson .

The minutes of the previous AGM (2007) were circulated, read  and accepted as a true record.

Matters arising  from the minutes : none.

Secretary’s Report. (Bryan Stout).

1 Membership is 119 with once again  a high percentage of members attending walks and social functions.
2 A special meeting was held on 26th.April 2007 about considering procedure for election of committee members.  The

following was agreed upon,and has been circulated to as many members as possible over the year.
a)No less than 14 days before the A.G.M., any member wishing to join the committee must notify the secretary in writing,
stating proposer, seconder and position, e.g. treasurer, co -opted, etc.
b)All present committee members will stand down at the A.G.M.  If they desire to, they may stand for re - election as
individuals.
c)In the case of a contest for a position, a vote by show of hands will be taken.
d)Certain committee members have stated that in order to encourage new blood, they will not stand for re -election if a
strong interest is shown in their position.
e)The Chester -le -Street will accept the guidance of the area constitution  and incorporate into its own constitution any
changes that they may make.

3 It has been a quiet year nationally and regionally.   Changes to officers are :-
Chief National Officer : Tom Franklin.
Area Chairperson :- Terry Pollard has resigned.
Area Secretary : - Rachael Orange
Editor of "Walk Northumbria" :- Pat Jackson

4 Thanks were given to all members who attended the 2007 Area A.G.M., which our club hosted.  A letter of thanks has
been  received from the Area.  Bryan expressed our thanks to Dennis Draper for organising the walk and to Audrey
Watson who opened the church to show the copy of the Lindisfarne Gospels.

5 Bryan requested that any queries be addressed either to him or to a committee member for proper consideration.

Treasurer’s Report. (Bob Moat)

1. Bob declared an audited  balance of £72.17.
2. Major expenditure for this year has been £70 for a scanner, which is now held by the walks co -ordinator and is available

as and when required.
3. The present system of allocation of moneys to the club is now set by the area on a budget system.
4. Financial sheets showing breakdown of moneys were made available.

Footpaths Secretary’s Report. (David Middleton)

1. David reported  on development at :
a)Drum Industrial Estate - this is still under re -development.
b)Newfield - a large private development which on completion should  present no paths problems.
c)Twibble Farm - still bad, with the state of paths causing concern.

2. The D.C.C. budget for maintaining and developing paths has once again been cut.
3. Wind farm development in the area shows no progress at Satley but development is projected at Hollinside and Burnhope.

At this point there was a comment from the floor.  Audrey Watson pointed out that there is a lack of footpath signs  in the
Chester -le -Street area.  She also noted that some local parishes have produced leaflets for the paths in their areas, for example
Kathleen Tweddle had been given money from the Parish Paths Partnership, to produce leaflets about walks in Rainton.
David replied that no money is available to Chester -le -Street because it is not classified as a parish.



Walks Co -ordinator’s Report. (Bill Fairnington)

In Bill's absence, the following ( his written report ) was read out :-

1. Bill once again expresses his thanks to all walk leaders  for helping to produce such a good variety of walks.
2. The bus trips have been well attended, and it is proposed to have more of them in the new programme.
3. More leaders are required to cover the shorter walks so that there can be both an A and a B walk on the programme.

Social Committee report. (Irene Bell)
1. Irene presented a full and varied social programme, of which members had a copy.
2. Irene thanked the other members of the committee for their valued support.
3. She hoped that more volunteers would be found for the social committee.

Chairperson’s Report. (Harry Preece)
1. Harry reported that it had been a good year in all respects for the club.
2. He thanked all organisers and all members of both committees for their work in maintaining such  a  financially and

socially  sound club and for providing a programme that had been well attended.
3. Harry stated that he would not stand for re -election.

The secretary  thanked  Harry for his years of good work.  This was supported by the rest of the committee.

Election Of Officers.
Chairperson  :  Irene Bell put her name forward for election and was unanimously elected .

The following officers were re -elected unopposed :- Secretary.  Bryan Stout.
Treasurer.  Bob Moat.
Auditors.  Bill Fairnington and Alan Hedley.
Footpaths Secretary.  David Middleton.
Walks Co-ordinator.  Bill Fairnington.

Social Organiser :  Irene Bell resigned as Social Organiser.  Val Moat presented a letter putting her name forward in writing for
this position.  Pauline Wilson said that if she had  known that Irene Bell was intending to resign she would also have put her
name forward for this position.  After much discussion among the committee, it was agreed that upon this one occasion only,
both names would be put forward.  Pauline Wilson was elected by 15 votes to 14.

The past chairperson is automatically co -opted onto the committee.  Harry Preece was therefore co -opted.
Val Moat continues unopposed as a co -opted member

The Committee consists of Chairperson  Irene Bell, Secretary Bryan Stout, Treasurer Bob Moat, Footpaths Secretary David
Middleton, Walks Co-ordinator Bill Fairnington, Social Organiser Pauline Wilson, and co -opted members  Harry Preece and
Val Moat .
Any CLS Club member can attend a Committee meeting but has no voting rights.

The Social Committee consists of   Chris Leach,   Pauline Wilson, Dave Downing, and Bob Symington.   No other people
volunteered.

Any Other Business.

1.Bryan read out a letter from Audrey Watson , which pointed out that the original intention of the Wednesday night walks was
to check and report on the condition of footpaths in the Chester -le -Street area.  It was agreed to make the majority of the
Wednesday night walks local.
2.Audrey again highlighted the problem of lack of information about local walks and lack of signposts indicating local walks.
David was asked to investigate.
3.Chris Leach brought up the ongoing problem of back markers.

A bottle of whiskey was presented by the secretary on behalf of the committee, to the outgoing chairperson, Harry Preece.

The Meeting closed at 9.30 pm.


